Secucity Jntorm^n] 


(Pf^llM$iliFilEfD MD «Ul ASCDfiY 
!i«TEuiii8ti'i:i -A«lufcy 
^dj^lfESNETKOOSEXEMMiH 
»IAn WAR CRIMESOISCIOSURI aH 
CATE 2007 


9 JuJ^^ 1952 



Albania is unchanged. The enmity between Envei- Hoxha and Mahmet 
Shehu continues but there is no evidence that a shoivdo^vn is inoninent. 

The Second Party Congress, held in March 1952, revealed the failures 
of the Communist regime. Two ministers v/ere purged for incompetence 
and three others were transferred from their posts in order to devote 
more time to party activities, which means an increase in party 
discipline. The Congress has been folloired by a purge of many party, 
members as a result of embezzlement of funds, lax discipline,, and other 
evidence of corruption, 
b. Economic 

The economic situation, viiich has been desperate for many months, 
has not improved. Food costs are prohibitive for the average worker 
and many items are completely unobtainable. At the end of the winter 
the U.S.S.R. T^as forced to contribute grain to th^starving populace.. 

The Soviet Union has provided materials and machinerj^ for building up 
the industrial capacity but this has been slovif to arrive and inadequate 
for the task. Hoviever, the Lenin I-^pdroelectric Plan.t and the Tirana 
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Radio Station have been completed along vdth some railway and road 
developments and v/ork continues on the draining of Lalce Maliq. Con- 
struction of a large l^ydroelectric plant on the Mat River has begun, 
c. Ililitary 

The Army, which is also under strict government and party 
control, is rumored to be in the process of expanding. Confirmed 
reports still indicate onl;^' three divisions, hovrever, recent infor- 
mation has reported five divisions. The constant movement of Ariny 
units is apparently responsible for the confusion. The Amy no 
longer controls the internal security function. This is handled by 
the Sigurimi and the People' s Police, although the border guards 
are still a directorate under the Armed Porces Command. These organs . 
are not cong^letely trusted by the Government due to the fact that there 
is forced recruitment for the police, heav)'' discipline control of the 
Array, and individual cases of resistance in the Sigurimi. 

2. YUGOSLAV ATTITUDE 

a. Recent reports indicate a change in the Yugoslav attitude 
toward Albania although statements attributed to Yugoslav spokesmen 
differ. A year ago Tito objected to any action against Albania for 
fear the U.S.S.R. would accuse his country of conspiring against Albania 
and use this as a prete:-ct to attack Yugoslavia. At the same time 
the Yugoslavs ?/ere engaging in limited agent operations and Tito replied 
to an aqpproach by King Zog that he was not prepared to collaborate in 
attempts to ovefcthrow the Hoxha regime "at the present time" and that 
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v/ere it overblirov/n he would Ydsh to see the present Albanian Government 


replaced by one similar to that now' in existence in Yugoslavia. 

Although the following reports vary considerably, it is evident the 
Yugoslavs are prosecuting a more positive^ aggressive policy toYvards 
Albania. 

(1) In May 1932 King Zog's eraissaiy to Tito was told that 
Yugoslavia does not care whether Albania is a monarchy or a re- 
public provided it is friendly to Yugoslavia and that no aggression 
against Albania from Yugoslavia would be permitted for fear. of 
precipitating war. HoT/ever, Tito indicated willingness to discuss 
further plans for the overthrovir of the Hoxha regime and talks, 
which have not materialized, v/ere scheduled to take place in Turkey 
in early June between representatives of Tito and Zog. 

(2) On 26 May, in a conversation with an American, Djilas 
stated that Yugoslavia vranted Albania to be independent and not 
divided between Italy and Greece; that they vrould not object if 
the Cominform regime there v/ere overthrown; that democratic groups 
exist in Albania as an alternative to Ho>dia; and that they are no 
longer afraid, a change in Albania -would provoke Russia. In a 
conversation with the same source, Leo Mates, Assistant Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, expressed the opinion tte.t Albania is not -vrorth 

a world v/ar and t’nat Russia might march if her prestige were involved. 
The Yugoslav Minister in Romo, on the other hand, on 28 I.Iaj'- told 
soiurce that he. did not believe the Russians would do anything about 
Albania, citing the lack of any defense treaty as proof. 
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(3) In June a Yugoslav einissar^^ net in Rone -vuith members of 

the BKI and stated: 

a. Tito T/ill use force, if necessary to defend Albaaaia's 
integrity. 

b. Communism, though necessary to the Yugoslavs, might 
be harmful in Albania. 

c. Liberation of Albania can come only from Prizrenj 
attempts from other quarters can cause only useless sacrifice. 

d. Yugoslav Albanians are preparing for the overtlxroiv of 
the present Albanian regime at an opportune moment. Y'ugoslavia 
does not believe the U.S.S.R. mil go to war for Albania. 

b. Yugoslav agent operations into Albania have increased in recent 
months and Yugoslav Albanians are being increasingly well treated. 

3 . Mention of a State cable vhich reported the Greeks are alarmed at 
Yugoslav intentions to^vard Albania and would prefer to split the countr;/' 
rather than stand by and see it annexed to Y'ugoslavia, is in order to 
illustrate present Greek attitudes. An MtUkiT 

5<ae 0«.p4. 

’ll. OPERATIONS Pa' 7 -iS 137 S' J^o(y 

Since 1 April three teams have been successfully infiltrated by 
land into Albania. In addition, one BGF31CI'® agent accorc^^anied a British 
team infiltrated by sea. 

a. The team which reentered for a short period of time Northern 
Albania from Yugoslavia where it spent the winter, has eosCiltrated and 
we are now awaiting a report of its debriefing. 

information. 
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Three nienbers of a second tean e:rfiltrated, leaving four 
members still within the country, and have reported extensively on 
their journey, a summary of virich is attached, 

c» The third team has been in Albania only two weeks and has not 
been heard from since infiltration, 

1952 operations to date have been far more successful than our 1951 
operations, largely due to the superior calibre of the agents, 

5 . DEBRIEFIhG REPORT 

The following sumraary debriefing report is included in. this paper 
as it provides up to date information on conditions inside Albania and an 
insight into the operations of our teams. As mentioned above, this report 
came from three members of a 7 man team presently operating in North Central 
Albania, These individuals exfiltrated due to food conditions, to report on 
their mission, and because their job of guiding the team to its area of 
operations veas completed. 


1, The majority of Communists are reported to be ready to wrk 
with any organization which plans to overthrow the Government because of 
disappointment with the present regime, the belief tha.t the U.S.S.R, wall 
not risk war over Albania, and the fear that the Hoxha Government will fall 
and they will hai^’e to account to any new^ Government, Even the police axe 
no longer trusted by the Government and it is believed less than of the 
police force is now in favor. Ninety people out of a hundred are said to 
be read^'' to act if some serious attempt is made to overthrow the Crovernraent 
but they vrould vrant reassurance that there v/ould be no territorial con- 
cessions to Greece, Yugoslavj.^^^i- Italy, . 
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2, The population is confused by the different sponsorship of teams 
entering the co-untr:/ and feels that unless the various groups are i.inited 
more harm than good is done by their entrj'-. The Government makes effective 
propaganda from this situation by charging tliat the KCFA, working out of 
Greece, intends to turn North Epirus over to the Greeks; the Italian-sponsored 
teams are worlcing to bring the country under Italian control again; and the 
Yugoslav Committee will give the f^ossovo region to Yugosla-via. Since 
captured monbers of previous teams reported the narn.es of those who had aided 
them many people feel it is better to turn any teams in to the authorities. 

Yugoslav teams are said to have no influence vith the population nor ai-e 

« 

those sent in by the Greeks regarded with favor, 

3. There are small resistance groups in everp' village and to™, 
acti'ue in some degree. These resistance groups operate independently and 
have no contacts outside the country, A number of team contacts expressed 

a desire to 7/ork vo.th resistance forces outside, one a member of the Sigurimi. 

1;. In spite of the distrust of the Police by the Government and the 
anti-Government sentiment reported to exist, the population has since 1 
March been issued arms, Ydth up to 100 rifles supplied in towns of liOO, 

Tjatch is kept in each tovm and village from 2000 to 2l|,00 hours to guard 
against infiltration of agents and to pick up any leaflets or supplies 
dropped, 

5 . The food situation is extremely grave and a kilo of bread costs 
70 lek, while the ordinary/* 3-ahorer receives from 75-120 lek a day. The 


emergency rations carried by the team enabled them to travel, without 
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hsAan^: to obtain food locallj'' and accounted for their successful infiltrat 
and exfiltration. The population v/as pleased T/iththe idea of the food 
packages dropped by the NCFA but felt that only Party menbers gained from 
them as no one was allowed to keep any package picked up. Although the 
Government announced the food was poisoned the team reported no evidence 
tlTat this was believed by the people, 

6, The documentation carried by the team withstood the test of 
examination by authorities by Tfhom they v/ere stopped and by friends 
contacted, 

7, The team reported that it was vital that any futiu'e teams be 
provided vd.th Albanian currency* 
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